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integrating ecosystem 
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assessment & finance:

GIZ approaches & tools
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making the case to 

advocate for integration, 

internally & externally

• provides planners and practitioners 

with a practical and policy-relevant 

framework for integrating ecosystem 

services into development planning

• presents a series of logical and 

iterative steps to identify the 

ecosystem dependencies, impacts, 

risks and opportunities associated 

with a development plan

• and to help in the design of 

measures to address these 

trade-offs and capture these values

integrating ecosystem services (IES) into 

development planning: a stepwise approach

framework to identify and act on ecosystem-development 

dependencies & impacts, risks & opportunities

the ways in which development 

processes rely on ecosystem 

quality and service provision

the ways in which development 

processes affect ecosystem 

quality and service provision

the threats or challenges that  

development processes pose to 

ecosystems (and vice versa)

the potential to use ecosystem 

services to strengthen and 

enhance development goals

and thus feed 

back to further 

undermine or 

improve 

development 

prospects

virtuous cycle

vicious cycle
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Defining the 

scope & setting 

the stage

Screening & 

prioritizing 

ecosystem services

Identifying 

conditions, trends 

& trade-offs

Appraising the 

institutional & 

cultural framework

Preparing 

better decision-

making

Implementing 

change

integrating ecosystem services (IES) into 

development planning: a stepwise approach
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• however great the benefits of an

ecosystem services approach are 

demonstrated to be in theory …

… this means little unless there are

real changes in the conditions and 

opportunities that people face

• and even if decision-makers are 

convinced that it is in the public 

interest to integrate ecosystem 

services into policy and planning …

… this has minor impacts unless people 

can afford to do so, and perceive there 

to be adequate gains from doing so

integrated  planning, alone, isn’t enough financing biodiversity & ecosystems valuing biodiversity & ecosystems

operationalising ecosystem-based climate adaptation
recognising, respecting and integrating the multiple 

values of nature and the diversity of worldviews
knowledge sharing & accessibility

http://www.aboutvalues.net/
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