
The Biodiversity 

Finance Initiative

Mr. Bruno Mweemba
Senior Technical Advisor on Environmental 

Finance for the African Region

About BIOFIN and potential 

Partnerships with SDC Ecosystem

14th May 2025



Recap on the Global Architecture on 
Environmental Finance

1.0



Global  Finance Gap USD$700 billion

Deutz, A., et.al. 2020. Financing Nature: 

Closing the global biodiversity financing 

gap. The Paulson Institute, The Nature 

Conservancy, and 

the Cornell Atkinson Center for 

Sustainability. 
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GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY 
FRAMEWORK—TARGET 
19(B)

(b) Significantly increasing domestic resource mobilization, 
facilitated by the preparation and implementation of national 
biodiversity finance plans or similar instruments according to 
national needs, priorities and circumstances;

(c) Leveraging private finance, promoting blended finance, 
implementing strategies for raising new and additional resources, 
and encouraging the private sector to invest in biodiversity, 
including through impact funds and other instruments;
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BIOFIN FUNDERS
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BIOFIN 

methodology

• Linkages of BER with PIR, 
FNA and Biodiversity 
Finance Plan 

• Identification of finance 
solution - e.g. policy 
consistency, absorptive 
capacity, results based 
budgeting

National 
Steering 
Committee: 
Ministries of 
Environment 
Finance, 
Planning and 
others
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• Protected area budgets $ 150 million

• Ecological Fiscal Transfers $ 170 million

• Protected Area Fees         $ 7 million

• Green Credits 800 million 

• Green bonds $ 200 million

• Visitation Fee $ 0.3 million 

• Natural Resource Fees $ 22 million

• Fintech One million 
trees

• Crowdfunding $ 2 million 

What are the 

BIOFIN 

Results so 

far? More than USD 1.5 

billion has been catalyzed 

using US$ 40 million budget



https://fire.biofin.org/



Name of Finance Solution: Fully channeling environmental fees and fines 

through a dedicated biodiversity facility

Finance Mechanism (from Catalogue): Taxes and fees in the wildlife sector, Trust 
funds 
Sector the FS operates in Environment 

The main issue the FS aims to address:
• Develop and operationalize a system for the collection of environmental fines and fees as the 

same time launching a dedicated biodiversity facility that will attract revenue, domestic and 
international fund for biodiversity conservation to close the Biodiversity Finance Gap. 

Intermediate results (if any):
• A proposal to FONERWA for the establishment of Biodiversity and Ecosystems Facility Resources 

Windows has been submitted
• An electronic payment system for environmental fees and fines has been developed 

Estimated result for 2024/5:
• The launch of this payment system will tentatively take place in early 2024.  
• Furthermore, the launch for the facility will  tentatively take place on World Environment Day 5 

June 2024, and be re-launched at the Biodiversity COP in Colombia

Country: Rwanda



Environmental 
Fees

Environmental 
Fines

Rwanda 
Green 
Fund

Rwanda 
Biodiversity 

Facility/ Fund



Name of Finance Solution: Impact investment platform

Finance Mechanism (from Catalogue): Impact investment,
Sector the FS operates in: tourism, biodiversity. 

The main issue the FS aims to address:
• Develop a Biodiversity Economy Investment Portal to provide an opportunity to profile investment 

opportunities identified in priority Biodiversity Stewardship sites and Conservation Areas to a 
range of potential investors.

Intermediate results (if any):
• An investment portal has been developed, and developed ten business plans for stewardship 

sites, which are now available for viewing on the website. The DFFE has taken ownership of the 
Investment Portal and has co-funded through the hiring of a dedicated service provider.

Estimated result for 2024/5:
• 2 agreements have been signed for a total of USD 450,000
• 20 new investment opportunities will be integrated soon and showcased by high officials during 

an investment forum. 

Country: South Africa



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pSlF
8dNJHJ4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pSlF8dNJHJ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pSlF8dNJHJ4


www.biofin.org
Bruno.Mweemba@undp.org

mailto:Bruno.Mweemba@undp.org
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